





tes-ti|fy (teste fi) 1) to make a declaration 1o
sadbstantiate @ face: to bear witmess or give evidenice,
eip. under oath: 2) e bear witwess to: affirm: declare
er meiﬂlm "‘H!"hl‘!’ﬂ j}' [ sErve as fi'l'dfﬂt'f

=—STELLA=—

WAS NAVIGATING AN UNFA-
MILIAR STREET TEEMING WITH 9 A.M. WORKERS ON AN § AM.
SCHEDULE. [t wasnt easy. Throngs circle, dodpe, jostle, wind and
whine pass.

It’s already a hectic day.

A quick glance toward a street sign when reaching the curb seems
to be the only ime a breath of air is ever really taken.

Then a roar, more agomzing than proud, erupis.
Steaining my neck [ean see him halfa block down.
He stands over 65"

Enormous.

Brown skanky hair falls shoulder length onto clothes that have
had two too many owners and a body which has seen too few
showers.,

Sertling on his reflecrion in a store window, people are giving this
man wide berth as they reposition the flow of pedestrian rraffic.

“This s ust my luck!



Hower my head, take a half step onto the curb and walk along

its edge.

Tagures.
Placing one foot in front of the other to ensure no misstep into
traffic, my artenuon focuses on the rask ar hand.
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people jostling for position, it would take a miracle for him ro see
me bur thuckle) it would take a miracle for him nor o see me.

No mateer the ume, place or setting it seems a cerean type of
person is attracted to me.

No problem.

Irs jusca few of them—like the roarer up;ll'u;‘:u.l— make me squirm.

“Srella™ 1 J‘:lrlmg Seellat”

A mammoth hand is placed on my shoulder,

ook o see whart it is arached o (as of  don't know) and follow

the tareered arm sleeve of an old army jacket to this hulk of a man.

His pleading features house a pair of eyes that search for recogninon
or at the very least, a connecrion,

Given a line of passersby sull twist berween us, its incredible how
far his reach extends.

“Stella, Stella where did you go to?”
“Um, Lhad to go see my folks. I'll carch up with you lager okay?”
“Tve nussed ya Seella”
“Tve mussed you too. Okay, see ya later”

The seream of passersby ensures the contact is short and sweer.
I hurry along propelled by a tad of apprehension thar this chap
might not let"Seella’” go so easily.
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Not to be concerted or anything, but its mice wo be considered
approachable.

Cerrnly [ do not wane to be seen as approachable o relemarkerers
or serial kallers, bur surely this guy doesnt fall into either one of

these categories,

Oh alright, I'll admic if it were dark with barely a soul around dhe
encounter would have had a lor more tension and bite to i, ver
there was no harm done all and all.



And tharis how the encounter gers chalked up
:\-l.‘l |'I.1| m n!ﬂl'lt'.

All and all
Aldl i all, TESTIFY
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